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SUBJECT: GROMYKO'S VISIT TO ITALY 

GENEVA FOR USDEL CSCE 
REE: ROME 9473 

SUMMARY: IN JULY 8 NAC MEETING, ITALIAN PERMREP (CATALANO) 

BRIEFED ALLIES ON VISIT TO ITALY OF SOVIET FONMIN GROMYKO. 

ITALIAN DEBRIEF CLOSELY PARALELLED INEORMATION REETEL. END 
SUMMARY. 

1. IN JULY 8 COUNCIL MEETING, ITALIAN PERMREP (CATALANO) 

BRIEFED ALLIES ON SUBJECTS GROMYKO'S LATE JUNE VISIT TO 
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ITALY. 

2. IN DISCUSSION GENERAL EUROPEAN SITUATION, GROMYKO STRESSED THE 
IMPORTANCE TO PEACE OE GERMANY'S AGREEMENTS WITH THE SOVIETS, POLAND 
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AND THE GDR. DETENTE MUST BE IRREVERSIBLE AND MUST TAKE 
CONCRETE EORM. 

3. ON CSCE, GROMYKO REHEARSED CURRENT SOVIET THEMES ABOUT 
IMPORTANCE OE CONEERENCE AND DEPLORED OBSTACLES CREATED BY 
THOSE INTERESTED IN OBSTRUCTING PROGRESS. IN URGING STATE 
SUMIT IN JULY.GROMYKO QUESTIONED EC INSISTANCE ON SUBSTAN- 
TIVE PROGRESS WHEN US AND ERG HAD ALREADY AGREED TO A JULY 
CSCE FINALE. IN REPLY, ITALIANS INSISTED ON NEED TORESOLVE 
REMAINING CSCE ISSUES AND SAI ALL WESTERN GOVERNMENTTS, 

INCLUDING US AND ERG, WERE AGREED ON THAT POINT. 

4. GROMYKO STRESSED THAT RECIPROCITY SHOULD BE BASIS 
EOR NEGOTIATIONS ON MBER. HE MENTIONED POSSIBILITY OP 
INCLUDIGNG NUCLEAR ELEMENTS IN MBER AND REPERRED TO HINTS 
PROM AMERICAN SOURCES IN MOSCOW AS BASIS EOR SOVIET INPOR- 
MATION ON THIS SUBJECT. 

5. ON SOVIET-EUROPEAN RELATIONS, GROMYKO REPERRED TO 
BREZHNEV'S JUNE 13 STATEMENT THAT THE SOVIETS WERE READY TO 
DEVELOP THEIR BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH WESTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. 
TERMING RELATIONS WITH ITALY "SATISFACTORY ", GROMYKO 

HOPED THEY COULD BE DEVELOPED PURTHER IN PUTURE. GROMYKO 
EXPRESSED OPTIMISM ABOUT EUROPE'S PUTURE AND EXPECTED SOVIET "PEACE" 
LINE" TO BE FOLLOWED BY OTHER EUROPEAN STATES. 

6. DISCUSSING THE "COMPLEX AND DANGEROUS" MID-EAST 
SITUATION, GROYMKO CITED THE ISRAELI OCCUPATION OP ARAB 
TERRITORIES AND THE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM AS CONTRIBUTING 
PACTORS. GROMYKO EXPRESSED STANDARD SOVIET RESERVATIONS 
ABOUT THE "SETP-BY-STEP" ME NEGOTIATING PROCESS AND CON- 
PIRMED CONTINUING SOVIET INTEREST IN THE GENEVA CONFERENCE. 

7. REPERRING AGAIN TO BREZHNEV'S JUNE 13 SPEECH, GROMYKO 
NOTED THE NEED FOR REACHING AGREEMENT BANNING "NEW TYPESOP 
WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION". THE SOVIETS WOULD BE PREPARED 
TO DEPINE WHAT THEY MEAN BY SUCH WEAPONS ONCE OTHERS HAVE 
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AGREED TO NEGOTIATIONSABOUT THEM. GROMYKO ALSO PRESSED 
EOR AN EARLY WORLD DISARMAMENT CONEERENCE AND LAMENTED 
NEGATIVE ATTITUDE OP CERTAIN COUNTRIES WHICHSUPPORT DETENTE 
BUT INCREASE THEIR DEPENSE EXPENDITURES. GROMYKO WENT ON 
TO ACCUSE AS "LACKING SERIOUSNESS" AND "IRRESPONSIBLE" THOSE 
WHO THINK IT POSSIBLE TO USE TACTICAL NUCLEAR WEAPONS AT 
LIMITED LEVELS. ITALIAN FONMIN RUMOR REPLIED THAT THE PRO- 
VISION OP CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS TO SENSITIVE AREAS RAISED 
PARTICULAR CONCERNS. 

BRUCE 
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